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Beginning of thé Evangelical 
Church in Lebanon — 
; County | 


By C. A. BOWMAN bate 





When Heinrich Melchior Muhlenberg, who had ‘been 
sent by the University of Halle to organize and promote 
the interests of the Lutheran Church in America, made 
a survey of his field among the Lutherans of Pennsylva- 
nia, he found that the spiritual condition of his people 
was most deplorable, giving evidence of a marked -spiritu- 
al decline, since their settlement in the New World. Simi- 
lar conditions were reported as having obtained among 
the.Reformed congregations by Rev. Michael. Schlatter, ” 
who ‘had come from Switzerland on a mission of a like 
_ character. a) as 


The Revolutionary War had the usual effect of still 
further demoralizing the interests of the Church, and the 
Pennsylvania Germans, in whom we are especially inter- 
ested, suffered greatly in their standards of morality. 


_ After the close of the War of the Revolution, in a ~ 
manner somewhat spontaneous, there were movements 
organized within nearly all the denominations, whose - 
purpose it was to develop a greater intensity of spiritual] 
life in the churches. The movement became quite gen- 
eral, and a religious fervor and enthusiasm set in, that 
issued eventually in new denominational adjustments for 
especial religious work and service. The United Brethren 
in Christ effected their organization at this time under 
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the leadership of William Otterbein, who was a promi-.._ 
nent preacher of Th® Reformed Church, and Mart®™®.- — 
Boehm, whose aggressive evangelistic spirit had won his 
exclusion from the Mennonite connection not long before... 
; * A. : ee 
The Evangelical Assoclaffion Was also a pro.iuct of 
this ecangelistle. movement, ini: the foundmg of whic” "+ 
Jacob Atibright. of the Methodist Church, took the leadi.7 
part. 


Jacob Albright lived in Lancaster county. Losing 
several chilaren by death, Rev. Anthony Hautz, a deeply jo. 
spiritual Reformed minister, was called upon to officiat2 
at their funeral. The word spoken made a profound im- 
pression on Albright’s mind, set him to earnest medita- 
tion and prayer, which continued for more than a vear. 
At last he experienced relief from the distress and the 
burden of sin which had oppressed him, and he uniie: 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church. The Methodis: 
Church was of English origin, and exercised in the Eng- 
lish language. Albright was German. Notwithstanding 
‘this fact,, Albright was granted a license as an exhorteor 
in the Church. Being a German. his effor tw ere devoted 
mostiy to his German brethren. After much fasting an‘ 
prayer. feeling an inward call to the holy ministry. he 
‘finally determined belanier the gospei field as an inde- 

: pendent evAngelist, a _labor among his German coun- 
' trymen, the Methodist Church having declined’ to sanc- 
tion the organization of a special iu Sa HTL for service 
to the German element. - : “ eee ss 
oe ae a ee er ale 
tH 1796 Albright started upon his first evangelistic 
tour, which covered parts of Maryland, Virginia, and 
Pennsylvania. The first definite account of his labors 
* refers to his having preached at the market house at 
Schaefferstown, Lebanon, county, or the occasion of the 
dedication of the Reformed Church at that filace, Oct.. 


ii 


BEGINNING OF THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH 135 


1796. At this time he.addressed an overflow meeting 
. é \ , = 
from a board pile in front of the market heuse. 


The independent evangelistic preachers were violent- 


lv antagonized by the church people (die Kirche leut) , 


and Albright was furiously .attacked by the mob during 
the service referred to, so that he was in danger of losing 
his life. At the critical moment when a rush was about 
to be made on-him, a powerful man by the name of Maize 


Seized him and carried him to a place of safety. Fearing _ 


Maize, the crowd did not follow. Albright was not dis- 
heartened by his first experience at Schaefferstown, He 
returned frequently, and in the course of time many 
homes were open to him, and many hearts gladly heard 
his messages. In the fall of 1799 he was seriously mal- 
treated by a mob at Schaefferstown, when he preached 
to a large multitude by the wayside. Bruised and bleed- 
ing, and with his clothing almost torn from his body, he 
escaped to father Zentmyer’s home, at a distance of two 
miles, where he.was nursed back to health and strength. 


Among his hearers on this occasion was George Becker, 


® 


of Muehlbach, upon whose mind Albright had made a 
Strong impression, and who afterward invited Albright 
to conduct meetings at his home. 


The home of Jacob Gleim, near Schaefferstown, a 
man-of sterling worth and deep piety, was also open to 
Albright, and during’ these early formati¥e days this 
home was a noted place. 


as 


Albright and his co-laborers were obliged to seek 
opportunity to preach in private houses because of the 
intense opposition that regular churchmen developed 
against the evangelistic movement of which they were 
apart. So bitter was the antagonism that even the wor- 
ship in private houses was disturbed by assault and riot. 


Albright’s labors covered a large portion of eastern 


es 


a <. 
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Pennsylvania, and at the opening of the nineteenth cen--. ae 
tury we find him organizing the fruits of his mini3#?* 
into classes for the purpose of introducing among his 
people a better moral and spiritual control. -- 


‘ ‘ 
As early gas 1803 a gathering was held in ‘the home 
ot George Becker, at Muehlbach.- This was a prelimi ~ 
nary council at which were present Jacob Albright. two 
assistants, J. Walter and A. Liesser, and fourteen other 
brethren of the society. Up to this time Albright was 
simply a local or lay preacher. This council, regarding 
him as their spiritual father, to whom they owed, under’ ~ 
God, their awakehing and conversion, declared him now, 
in the name-of the whole Association, a genuine evangeli- 
cal preacher, recognized him as their teacher, and sol- 
emnly ordained him as such. Hereupon the meeting de- 
clared the Holy Scriptures af the Old and the New Testa- 
ments as their rule of faith and practice, and presente: 
to Albright a written certificate, signed by all present. 
containing their recognition of him as their teacher. 


This is the form of the certificate given? 


From the Elders and Brethren of ht Congrevation 
«ft Christian Evangelical Friends: 

We, the undersigned, as Evangelical Christian 
friends, recognize and declare Jacob Albright to be a 
genuine Evangelical preacher in word and deed, and a 
believer in the universal Christian Church and the com- 
munion of’ saints. To this we testify as Brethren aad. - 
Elders of kis tongregation. Given in-the State of Penne - 
svlvania, on the 5th day of November, 1803. Subscribed 
by John Walter, Abraham Liesser and the fourteen other 
persons present. ’ 

At this time the followers of Albright numbere ! 
forty, ‘the most of whom,” savs the chrgnicle. “were 
converted.” . 


BEGINNING OF HE EVANGELICAL CHURCH 137. 


This meeting effected the ecclesiastical organization, 
consecrated and ordained as elder Jacob Albright by the 
laying on of hands, and must be considefed as one of the 
principal steps taken in the separate organmation of the 
Evangelical Association. . 


The first Annual Conference of the Denomination, 
which by some historians sets the date of the formal 
organization of the society, was held in 1807, at the home 
of Samuel Becker, in Muehlbach. The Becker mansion 
is therefore one of the most interesting landmarks con- 
nected with the history of the Church. It was erected 
by John George Becker, and is a two-story stone edifice 
of large size. The body of the building is of limestone, 
but the corners, windows and doors are of fine red sand- 
stone trimmings. Over the door is neatly cut the in- 
scription ‘‘G. 1767 B’”’.. The house is in an excellent state 
of preservation. Twenty-eight persons were present at 
this conference, representing a total membership in the 
Association of 220. The preachers. at’ this time were 
‘Jacob Albright, elder, and John Walter and George Miller 
in full connection, with John Dreisbach and Jacob Frey 
as ministers on trial. There were three local preachers 
and a numbet of class leaders and exhorters. 


.-- Jacob Albright was elected Bishop and George Miller 
_elder, and Albright was appointed to prepare a discipline 
—a compendium of church rules—for the tse of the soci-- 
eties. This duty he never performed. Before another 
conference was held, Albright died at the home of George 
Becker, and was buried in the family burying plot, on 
a part of the farm where now the town of Kleinfelters- 
ville is situated. Additions were made to this burial 
place, and it became known as the Albright or Evangeli- 


cal cemetery. In 1850, by contributions from the mem- — 


bership of the new denomination, a memorial church was 
erected near the grave of Albright. This church, having 


; 
j- 
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j 
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been poorly constructed, had to be entirely rebuilt in 
w» 1860. ‘a oe iy 7 

The ins@iption on the marble .slab above eae 
trance translated reads as follows: 


“Albright Church, ‘Erected to the Memory: of 
the Sainted Jacob Albright, Founder of the 
Evangelical Association of North America, 1: 
the 50th Year of the Association, Anno Domini ; 
1850. Rebuilt in the year 1860.” 


‘The sermon preached at the funeral of Albright: by 
his former helper, John Walter, led to the conversion of 
Philip Breitenstein, a highly respected citizen of Leba- 
non county, whose home Was a few miles southwest of 
Lebanon: The entire family of Breitenstein became mem- 
bers of the Church, and their house was for many vears 
one of the most important preaching places of what was 


‘then called the Franklin Circuit. The third campmeeting 


of the connection was held on Breitenstein’s place, May. 
1811. This gathering was an important assembly of the 
Evangelical people—ministers and people came from a!] 
parts of the Churdh in such numbers that an ordinary 
farm would be taxéd.to its utmost to provide pasturage 
for the horses. Breitenstein had no alternative but to 
turn the horses into a large clover field, his principal 
crop for that season. The neighbors considered him: Ee 
sanely fodlish for allowing the horses to ruin his ¢ crop, . 
and declared that the “false prophets” who had “turned 
his head” would eat him out of house and home. It is 
gratifying to record that within two days after the camp- 
meeting was over, a heavy rain, lasting several -days, set 
in, and the clover sprang forth again, and en due season 
produced the largest hay crop ever gathered from that 
field. The year also proved an unusually*prosperous one 
for Mr. EMG eat which the latter always interpreted 


=> 
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as a special indicatidn of God’s favor because he had 
trusted in him. . r 


It was through the efforts of members of this famil\. 
and of Henry and Jacob Eby, who lived in the same vi- 
cinity, and of Samuel Bien and wife, that a strong and 
influential class, known-as the Breitenstein Class, was or- 
- ganized, and many houses thrown open as preaching 
places for the Albright Brethren. 


Samuel Bien and wife were among the first converts 
in Lebanon county, and the Eby brothers later became 
ministers and took a prominent part im the great revival - 
movement during the first quarter of the century. 


Albright had preached in Lebanon as early as 1805. 
George Miller, one of the ablest of Albright’s assistants. 
also preached in the streets of Lebanon, but there were 
no visible results. Later on, Lebanon became a regular 
“appointment”, and after a gracious revival in 1826, un- 
der the labors of Rev. John Seybert, afterwards Bishop, 

a class was, organized, and a work commenced that. has 

been prosperous to this day. Henry Fisher was added % 

to the Church during this revival. He afterwards be- ~ 

came one of-the first publishers and editor of the Evan- 
gelical Messenger. 


In the town of Jonestown, Albright and his associ- 3 
ates found both friendship and oppositién. A class was 
organized at this place in 1805. The house of -Ludwig 
'Zehring, near Jonestown; was bdne of the preaching - 
places in this vicinity, as wére also the homes of Adam 
and John Faber, near the town of Mt. Nebo. 


Ludwig Zehring’s daughter, Catharine, was convert- 
ed at her father’s house under the preaching of Albright, 
and was connected with the church from its infancy until 
her death, which took place as late as 1874, when she 
was 88 vears of age. 
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In this communit?,®s elsewhere in the county, ther@@™m®.-° 
Was Much-opposition to the Albright Brethren. At Jones- 
town, in August, 1808, while Rev. John Dreisbach and. - 


Allrew Wolf were conducting a’ meeting in the Union i 


Meeting-house, tae mob broke open the shutters, extin- 
guished the lights and with yells’ like “Give it to him!” 
“Kill the priest!” etc., were evidently intent on doing 
Dreisbach bodily injury; but he let himself drop to the 
floor, and while his enemies, thinking they had hold of 
him in the darkness, were raining blows on each other’s 
heads, he made his, escape. 


@-- - + 
‘ 


s * x 
To those of us who enjoy the romance of history, it 
would be interesting to trace the rise of the denomina- 
tion in.this county, the organization of classes in all parts 
of the county, the building of churches and the estab- 


- lishment of friendly connections with other religious 


bodies. But this paper is limited, and some. items that 
would be mteresting must be omitted. The “usual meed 
of praise must be given to the brave men (and women) 
who sacrificed their comfort, their homes, and their lives 
in furtherance of a cause which they believed themselves 
called of God to estabJish. These were meh who lived 
just a little ahead of us. ' Our fathers talked with them : 
and worked with them>-~fhe writer’s mother, now 80 
years of age, knew Bishop: Seybert, when she was a 
young girl of 20—in fact, made many: a meal for the 
saddle-bag Bishap with the big, broad- brimmed hat, who. a 
traveled on his white horse over the prairies of Minois: 
and west to Iowa, to extend the work that he had helped 
to found in Pennsylvania. Verily, the heroic spirit of 


. the Church fathers, back through the centuries, has 


come down to us; and our own families are participants 
and distributors of this proud heritage. a 


Surely the rewards which came to these modern 


= 
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heroes of evangelism were not of the earthly sort. In 
1804 the voluntary contributions for the- support of the 
preachers gave each man the munificent sum of $15.30 
An old member of the East Pennsylvania Conterence, still 


active, whose experience as a minister dates back sixty - 


years, _states that when he, as a young married man, 
began his ministerial career, he received 3150 a year. Of 
course, in those days the preacher's buggy-box was larc =e 
and his saddle-bags eapacious, and the perquisites often 
indicated generous hospitality for the preacher. Some- 
times the preacher even saved money out of his little 
salary. 

The new society grew in membership from 220, at 
the time of the first Annual Conference at the Muehl- 
bach, in 1807, to 

426 in 1809 (2nd Annual Conference) 

528 in 1810 (3rd Annual Conference) 

740 in 1811 (4th Annual Conference) 
Which gain of more than: 25’, annually must be consid- 
ered very good. | . ‘i 

Up to the year 1816, when the first General Confer- 
eice Was held, the adherents to the preaching of Albright 
and his co-laborers were known and even designated by 
themselves as The- So-calied- Albrights. At the .First 
General. Conference the name was changed tg “The Evan- 
gelical Association.” 


Omitting further reference to-the steps in the 
“ growth of the denomination, I may summarize the mat- 
ter so far. as membership is concerned by stating that 
statistics received during the writing of this paper in- 
form us that the followers of Albright in the t:vo or- 
sanizations whose beginnings have been thus hasttiy* 
sketched, now number nearly 200,000, with Conferences 
reaching from the Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific Coast. 


ian 
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some well-established work in Canada, strong mission, ~- -- 
ary conferences in Germany and Switzerland, and mis- 
sion stations in Japan, China and the interior of Africa. 


: ~ It has been noted that the early efforts of the found- ! 
ers of the Chueh were directed especially toward. the— - ; 
development of a new spiritual enthusiasm among the 

MIs Pennsylvania Germans. The. ecclesiastical organization 
was effected for the purpose of conserving the work done 

and the better to continue its promotion. That the fath- 

- , ers of the Church were wise builders, who looked well wa .. 
into the future, is indica catéd by certain important meas- 
ures which secured their interest at an early date. 


One_of these was the establishment of a publishing 
house at New Berlin, Pa., as early as 1816, immediately 
following the session of the firgt General Conference; and 
a-committee_of seven men was elected to superintend the 

- printing office. This enterprise was not successful at 
first, however, and the printing and book publishing was 
doné for the Church by George Miller until a more suc- 
cessful venture in 1836 finally established the publishing 
interests ‘under the auspices of the Church} also in the 
town of New Berlin. It is interesting to note that The 
Christliche Botschaftey, which was first printed here, had, 

_ at one time,-the args circulation of any religious paper 
printed in the whole ct . 


The other movement of great importance: was the | 
establishment of Union Seminary at.N ew Berlin, by resoz-- 
lution of the “West Pa. Conference, in 1854, the East Pa. 
Conference ‘uniting with this project in 1855. This insti- 

° tution was chartered as Central Pennsylvania College in 

1887. The East Pennsylvania Conference in 1881 organ- 

ized a separate institution which was at first situated in 

the city of Reading, Pa., "and known as Schuy]kill Valley 

Seminary. The name was changed to Schuylkill Semi- 
aS 
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nary in 1882. The institution remained located in Read- 
ing until September 1, 1886, when it whs removed to 

~ Fredericksburg, Lebanon Co., into a new building which 
was erected largely by the help of Colonel John Lick,- a 
citizen of Fredericksburg. By resolution of the Illinois 
Conference in 1861, N orthwestern College was located at 
Plainfield, Illinois. - This school was moved, several years 
later, to’ Naperville, where it is well established as the 
principal educational institution of the Evangelical As- 
sociation. wy 


From the early years of the founding of the Church 
in Lebanon County, to the present the work ‘has grown 
in many ways, and this county, the Mother County, has 
seen the work expand in due proportion to the growth of 
the Church as a whole. 


The unfortunate controversy of nearly twenty-five : 
years ago, seriously checked the growth of the Church 
for a time. Two. organizations. sprang from this contro- 

‘ versy—one, by authority of the courts, declared to-be 
the Evangelical Association, with titles to .property~and 

: right to control the former institutions of the Church; 
the other the United Evangelical Church, newly consti- 
tuted and Separately established by withdrawal from the 


- former -connectiorr. 


The school at Fredericksburg was first to feel the: 
effects of the controversy. The courts having decreed 
the ownership of the property, it became necessary for 
the United Evangelical Church to establish a new school. 
This was accomplished in January, 1895, when a strange 
Caravan of teachers and students and their belongings 
journeyed across the hills from Fredericksburg to My 
erstown and took possession of the buildings of Palatinate - 
College, which had been leased from the Palatinate Col- 
lege Association, Limited. The school was known as The 
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East Pennsylvania- Seminary from January until June 
of the year 1895, at which time the buildings were pur- i 
chased from the Palatinate College Association, a ne 
charter secured and the name changed to Albright Col- 
* legjate Institute, in honor of Jacob Albright. The Evan-~- _~ 
) gelical Association continued fhe school at Fredericks- 
burg for a few PRars, but have remoyed it to the. CILYAO Fe =< 
Reading, where it is prospering under its former name, 
Schuylkill. Seminary. 


Albright Collegiate Institute kept on Nec etenines un- 
til it assumed full Collegiate functions in 1897, and was 
accordingly rechartered as Albright College. In 1902 “‘* - 
Central Pennsylvania College at New Berlin, Pa., and 
Albright College at Myerstown, Pa., were consolidated 
and have since then exercised as Albright College under 
the charter which had been granted the latter institu- 
tion. - 


-_—~e. 


' Since locating at Myerstqwn the college has had-an 

’ excellent growth. From a small enclosure of three acres 
in 1895, the campus has grown to about twenty- three 
acres. There are at present nine buildings on the campus, 
five of which are used for academic and dormitory pur- 
poses. ° x 


The: total assets of the college, including buildings, 
‘equipments, endowments, etc., amount to more than a 
~ half million dollars. This amount will be augmented by 
the addition of about three hundred thousand dollars 
within the next few years, ‘provision for the same having 
already been. made. : i gl 


= = —.——_— 


When we note the outreach of the Paligibiis at ate 
cational influences whose beginnings are here sketched, 
our pride in the beautiful Lebanon county is just a trifle 

. accentuated—we of the-cedars of Lebanon are not with- 
out capability: to give birth to excellent " ideas and to 


splendid movements. : a 
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-Annville Township 
An Election" Distri@ 


By THOS. S. STEIN 


Soon after Penn’s arrival in-Pennsylvania in 1682, 
there were organized the counties of Philadelphia, Bucks, 
and Chester. Lancaster followed in 1729, Berks in 1752, 
and Dauphin in 1785. In 1813 Lebanon County was 
formed from parts of Dauphin and Lancaster. 


One of the large townships of Lancaster County was . 
Lebanon, which included ‘ within. its limits the whole of - 
what subsequently became the County of Lebanon. From 


this large township there was cut off, in 1739, a northern 
slice, which became the township of Bethel. In 1799 
Lebanon Township was again divided, this time into two 
equal parts, ‘‘as nearly a8 might be for the convenience 


- of the people.” The western-part was called Annville 


Township, from the name of its principal town, while 
the eastern part retained the name of Lebanon. Ann- 
ville Township then' embraced the present territories ‘of 


ae Agnville, North ‘Annville, and South Annville townships, 


an area of about 22,000 acres: 


Among the ronts which American citizens enjoy is 
the right of suffrage. It is a foundation stone of their 


political structure. The principle of home-rule lies deeply ~ 


imbedded in their hearts, and without it the charter of 
their freedom would be null and void. 


t 
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This right of suffrage the citizens of the newly- ----.__ 
formed township of Annville, of course, enjoyed and exer ee 
cised, though the inhabitants had to go to Lebanon a . 
° 1d dgs0. The rural] sections were rather thinly populute ’. =- 
and Annville itself, or Miilerstogn, as it was then mos. “ys { 
called. wasia smaf * village of 35 dwellings, located mostlve— - j 
in the southwestern part of the present town. The town- 
ship’s population was 1485. - Lebanon had about 300 
houses, with 2870 residents, including 8 slaves. -Thither 
the voters of Annville Township had to repair. to exercise 
= - “ 4 the right of suffrage, some of them being obliged to travel ..a 
ten to twelve miles)to do so.” The time of election was 
the second Tuesday of October. 


By Act of Sept. 13, 1785, Dauphin County was di-» 
vided into four election districts. t*e first composed of 
Heidelberg, Lebanon, Bethel gind East Hanover town- 
ships; the second of Derry, Londonderry, and West Han- 

“over; the third of Lower Paxton; the fourth of Upper 
peat 


ihe ones of election for the first district+—Heidel- 
berg, Lebanon, Betuel, and East Hanover—¥ vas the house 
of Anthony “Kechler’,; in Lebanon, which is, no doubt a 
misprint-for Kelker. His house was the stone residenc2 
‘on Market: Square, su sequently owned by Dr. Guilfcerd 
~ and now replaced by Miller’s grocery. 


Anthony Kelker was a prominent yhan in his day. He 

“é was an officer in the Revolutionary War,-and fought at 

a ‘Brandywine and.Germantown._ Frém 1781-1782, he was 
Deputy Sheriff of Laneaster County, and from 1785- 1788: a 
he served as the first Sheriff of Dauphin County. In 1793- 
1794 he was a member of the Legislature. He was promi- 

. nent in Reformed Church affairs. He died Nov. 12, 1812, 
and was buried on the old Reformed cemetery. Luther 
Kelker, Custodian of Public Records, LA “Ip, was his 
great-grandson. 
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Going ten or twelve_miles to a polling place is rather 


inconvenient. So the citizens of Annvilfe Township 


_ availed themselves, ere long, of another right of American 
citizens, the right of petition. In 1801, ‘two. years after 
the formation of their township, they petitioned the “As- 

. sembly for a separate election district. 


_ By’the courtesy- of Prof. H. H. Shenk,. Custodian of 
the Public’ Records of Pa., our: attention was directed to 
this petition, and thus originated the idea of this paper. 


He kindly furnished us with the original -petition, and ~-. 


also with a typewritten copy of the eet of Assembly - 
granting it. 4 _ 

The petition is written in a bold, plain hand, on a 
sheet 1314x8 in. . The writing is excellent, and the ink 
unfaded. The paper is s entitled thus: 


PETITION 
Peppn pe eety Election district 





’ Read Jan. 5, 1801, 2nd totes Pa to Menthe from - 
Dauphin. . 


To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in .General Assembly met. 


‘The Petition of the Subscribers, Inhabitants of the 
Township of Anville, in County of Dauphin? 


Most respectfully sheweth That _your Petitioners 

« have. long labored under the greatest “Inconvenience by 
reason of the great distance of their present place of 
General Election. As several of the Inhabitants are un- 
der the Disagreeable Necessity of Travelling Ten and 
others Twelve Miles to the present plaee of General Elec-, 
tion. 


We therefore take the Liberty of applying to your 
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Honorable Bodies for redress apd pray your Honors will 


Tea. 


take our Case under your serious Consideration, by caus- 
ing an Election District to be established for the sep- 
arate use of this Township, at the House of Christian 
Cassel, Tavern keeper, in ginville Town. i 


And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever 


pray— 
Conrad Berry 
John Elder 


_ Henrich meyer 


Adam’ Raumberger 
Abraham Kauffman 


‘Hannes gundrum 


Johan blauch : 
abraham blauch 
henrich walter — 
Rudolph Miller 
Christian Cassel 


George Fegan ~ 


Jacob Ulrich 

Adam Imboden 

Lorenz Sigrist 

Philip Carmene _ 

Johannes Karmene_ 

Jqhannes .schmith 

Charles McLaughlin 

Johanes Schweickert imboden 
Andreas Killinger ~~ 


" Abram Raiguel) | .o-<<0-7- 


Adam Ulrich 
John Rupp 
Peter Neu 
John Heilman 


Joseph Schenck 
’ Peter Berry 


Jacob Riechert 
David Mitchell 
Henrich Reinohl 
Johannes Bauman 
Peter Fernsler 
John Schenck 
Friederjch Neu 
Jacob Hagy | 
John Traxel 
William lang 
Adam Boltz .+ 
Valtein Boger 
Johannes Heilman 
Pater Grebil 


Peter boyer 
Madan Heilman 
Lu schalle 


Johannes Miller 

Jacob boltz 
Henrich Breehbiel . 
Pilling fernsler 
Michael Maulfier 

John Cundrum 
Johannes Ellenberger* 


pts 


We have given the petition and the signatures thereto as fh 
the original, literally observing the spelling and capitalization. 
a coo 


2 
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"Script.. Forty-five of these 52 names are found in the 


first assessment list of the township—that of 1800.- We 


ral defer the identification of these names for the present. 


The earnest wish of the petitioners was granted 


- by the General Assembly. The following Act tells the 


tale: 


_AN ACT for Erecting the Township of Anvil and Part 


of the Township of Londonderry in the County 
of Dauphin Into an ‘Ekection District. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same, That from and after the 
passing of this act so much of the township of London- 
derry, as lies on the eastward side of the following lines, 
to wit, .Beginning at Dixon’s ford on Swatara- creek, 
thence along the road between the lands of Robert and 
Thomas McCallen, to intersect the great road at Hénry 
Gates’s, thencé down the small road by Martin ‘Thomas 
and Thomas McElwrath’s between the lands of John Boal 
and ‘Jacob- Longenecker, thence by--a straight line be- 
tween David Brand, Jacob Lehman and William Logan’s, 
to Conewago creek, thence along the line of Londonderry 
to Anvil, and inciuding the whole of Anvil township afore- 
said, ke and the same is hereby erected into an election 
district, and the electors within the same shalt hold their 
general elections at the house now occupied by Christian 
Cassel in Millerstown, in the County of Dauphin afore- 
said. = 


Passed 31st January, 1801. 


The western line of this election district, as far as 
we know, is part of the boundary line of Dauphin County 


_ 


~ _ 


Seas ee a Pec As eR Rk ia 


The majority of these signatures are in GeFman . 
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at present. The other bourficties of an district were. : 
those of Annville Township. 


% ? Wherthis election district _was ly Henry Orth, 
born at Lebanon. in 1770, was Segator, and Stacy- 
Potts, Christian Ley, an pees Wilson were-~Representa- - 
. tiyes. 


It would be a satisfaction to be able to record the 
results of the first election, but no election returns previ- 
- =- = ons to 1840 can be found by’ the prothonotary of Dauphin 
County. He-is of the opinion that “they were either 
stored at.some unknown place, or were destroyed.” 


Let us now direct our attention to the signatures 
of the petition, 


Some.one may say a mere list off#nmames makes very 
dry reading. Shakespeare says: 


“What's in a ae That which we call a rose 
By any other name would smell as sweet. 


myet behind names are character de history. Though 

often difficult to identify the individual when you u“have 

merely the name, especially » when the same name is com- 

' mon to several contemporaneous individuals, or when it 
4s handed down ag an heirlo to several generations, 


. = 7 yet by assiduous investigation one may convert a valley 
a.’ _ full of dry bones into. a large living army,ejust as the 
prophet Ezekiel did by prophesying. : 
yan By showing the connection of a list of names with : 
se ae present families bearing. the same names, we may put 


“Interest into a dry. list and cause the individuals to ap- 
pear before us as living beings... 


Among these names are found many representative 
citizens, whose descendants are with us this day. Leé us © 
try to identify some. 
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“~... . . First comes Conrad Berry. He was a brother of 
is Henry Berry, the contractor or “Baumeister” of Jeruga- 
lem Church, the predecessor of Christ Reformed Church, 
.of Annville. Peter Berry, his father, was an edfly. settler 
t of Heidelberg Twp. Gonrad was a stone-cutter. He 
--i served as Coroner in 1820. The family was a prominent 
one. Barbara, a sister of Conrad, married sagen Cas- 

sel. 


John Elder: was, no doubt, a descendant of the Pres- 
‘byterian preacher of the same name, who was an influ- 
ential character in the early history of Dauphin County. 


Henry Meyer was the great-grandfather of David H. : 
and Morris A. Meyer, representative citizens of Annville. ; 
He occupied the old Meyer farm northeast of_the town. 

It is still in possession of his descendants. 


Abraham Kauffman was the father of the late 
‘Abraham Kauffman, blacksmith, of Annville. He resided 
near Kauffman’s Meeting-house. Mr. Meyer, employed _ 
in the First National Bank of.Lebanon, is married toa 
grand- daughter. 


» John and Abraham Blouch were the sons of Christian - i 
Blouch, who lived at ‘‘The Forge.” He died in 1787. John ; 
married Catharine, the daughter of John Smith, a soldier 
of the-American Revolution, from Annville. 


(es Rudolph Miller, b. 1746, d. 1806; was born im Ham- 

burg, Germany. He came to America with his father, | 
~~ .John Miller, in 1752. Rudolph’s daughter, -EHzabeth, © Far 
eRe ras“married to Philip Imboden. 


Joseph Shenk was the grandfather of the late D. O. 
Shenk, of Annville. John was Joseph’s brother. They 
resided on Gravel Hill, north of Annville. — 


Peter Berry was a brother of Conrad. He was a 
gunsmith by trade. 


i 
i 
t 
: 
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David Mitchell has nat heen identified. There were rs 
Mitchells in the east end of misanie S Quite likely 
he was ee that family. 


| ery Reinohl was the father; of Samuel Reinohl, 
who had the first jur@Bér and ceal yard in Lebanon. His. _ 
ancestor was a French Huguenot, who fled from France 
’ "after the Reyocation of the Edict of Nantes. 


. Frederick Ney is buried in the old Reformed grave- 
A ee Bea. a at Annville. His daughter was married to George 
] 


John Troxell was an early settler of Lebanon Town- 
ship. His son, bearing the same name, was prothonotary 


. of Lebanon County in 1847. 


Christian Cassel was the landlprd where the polling- 
place was established, when Annville Twp. was first made 
an election district. Mr. Cassel was marrjed to Barbara 
Berry, a_sister of Conrad Berry. They resided at the : 
northwest corner of Main and Mill streets. 


ae 


George Fegan was the ancestor of ile Msga:s < 
Annville, a rather large clan. 


; - Jacob Ulrich was mdrried to Christine Smith, a 
. daughter of John Smith, a Olutionary soldier, of Ann- 


ft eepnes tasae oe 1 es iomp ens ® 
€ . 
‘ . 


he, ville. We have not determined his connection with’ the 
| - present Ulrichs. - Cate 
Pgs. . ‘Adam (Johrr Adam) Imboden was a son of John 3 


Sweigert Imboden, the founder of the present Imboden — 
e tribe. He died in 1825. 


.« Lorentz (Lawrence) Siegrist was the great-great- 

_ grandfather-of Henry W. Siegrist, formerly of Lebanon, 
now of Philadelphia. He came to America from Syitzer- 
land in 1753. In 1771 he was constable of Lebanon Twp. 


: a iy Ne 4 
a U ‘ 





_ Hus residence was on a farm abet two miles south of 


Bee ad “\ . Fe 
Ls 


-_~. 


m ‘Philip and John eran Pore were the sonsgpi Ant cir, 


j i yet eS y, a large landholder. Philip was a bla-ksmith- ; 


-by trade, 


‘John Smith was ahiieg af ease of Lebanos: : 
icrma kighway commissioner, Charles H. Smith. He 
served in the War of the Revolution in the Company of 
- Capt. Peter Grubb, Jr. He served as constable of Leba- 
non Twp. in 1782.* 


: John Sweigert Imboden was the ancestor of the num- 
erous Imbodens of Lebanon County. Gen. Imboden, of 


Confederate fame, was a descendant. Sweigert was (Over- - 


seer of the Poor in 1779. He and his wife are buried at 
the Hill Church. 


Andrew Killinger was the son of Jacob Killinger, who 


died in 1776. Andrew was the uncle of Annvile’s former . 


Well]- ‘known merchant John, and. the grand- uncle of Con- 
gressman Jno. W. Killinger. - ~~ | F 


* Abram Raiguel was an enterprising citizen of Ann- 
ville, the second of that name. He came to America in 
1788, of Huguenot descent. He built as his residence the 
- fine stone house on the-hill south of Kreider’s mill. He 
~~ also gave part of the land on which was built, in 1804, 
the Jerusalem Church. He was also one of the founders 
ce _of Annville, laying out: in lots the portjon of. the town 
- *-- sayth of Main and east of Lancastey street. Mr. Raiguel 
also erected Kreider’s and Meyer’s ( Boyer’s) mills. 


Adam Ulrich was the grandfather of the Civil War 


. 


veteran, John H. Ulrich, of Annville, and the grandson of 


*For a fuller sketch of his career see the writer’s paper read 
vefore the Lebanon County Historical Society. . Vol. 6, No. 15. 
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the Adam Ulrich who was the Colfécfor of Lebanon Twp. 
in 1750. Adam Ulrich ‘the second, the signer of this peti- 
tion, was one, Of the founders of Annville. His por- 
tion was north of Main street. - He was’ also one 


pee ae be ft Ow ee en 


of the founuders of Annvite’ Academy. He resided 


on what is now the Steinmetz farm, north of the Ann- 
ville’ R? R. Station. ‘ 


John Heilman died in 1811 and was a eetntheheraeer 


Peter Grebil was the father of the Iate Peter Graybill. 
He was an immigrant | in 1764. ty 


Lucas Schalle (Sholly) was an Pa bie He had 
preceded Christian Cassel at Main and Mill Sts., probably 
as early as 1785. ; 


Michael Malfier - (Maulfair) was the grandfather of 


of Peter Heilman, who came to America in 1732. John’s . 
- — daughter,'Catharine, was married to Michael Killinger. 


. Augustus Maulfair, pea He was Overseer of the Poor . 


inwl7 15: 
We have now reviewed 30 of. the 52 names attHened 


to the petition>- Further research would, no doubt, re; 


sult in On sent the. names not réferred to. 


- As said, Annville, or Millerst wn, as it was mostly 
called in 1801, consisted’ of aout houses The post- 
“ office came in 1811, the organization of Lebanon County 
in 1818, the Berks and Dauphin Turnpike in 1846. ‘By 
~ 1839 Annville had grown “to 114 houses. 


_ A- few final words’ag to the place where the citizens 


- of Annville Township first déposited their -ballots in their 


newly-created home district. As said, Christian Cassel’s 

hotel was the place, a low, one-story stone building on the 
northwest corner of Main and Mill streets. In that day 
the bulk of the population of the town was in the south- 


“western section. We at the present day would hardly 


have thought Mr. Cassel’s hotel a suitable polling place, 


& 
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but at. the opening of the 19th century, when Annville 
acked a railroad, telegraph, telephone, trolley, electric ~ 
light, post’ office, turnpike, and the omnipresent auto- 
_ “Miobjle, and when the populace were even without matches - rae 
and imany other modern conveniences, ‘inventions, and rh 
~improvéements—in such a day people were satisfied and 
contented with what they had, and probably were hap- 
pier: than now,,. notwithstanding all the advantages, to 
say nothing of luxuries, which now are. almost regarded 
as necessities by many. A short time ago self-denia] 
' seemed tq be dying out to a large extent. The late war, 
- however, checked this tendency. It is gratifying now to 
_ ‘ook backward and see how individuals denied themselves 
for the nation, and the nation for other nations. _ This 
principle forebodes a higher stage of civilization and 


greater happiness to all. 











Miciies! Meifer (Maulfair) was the | 
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